A Presidential Triple Plea for Haiti Fund
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WASHINGTON Former Presidents George W. Bush and Bill Clinton began a new venture
on Saturday to raise money for the Haitian relief effort from corporations, foundations and
ordinary Americans, as President Obama pledged to ramp up the American response to the
devastating earthquake.

The three men, who have collectively occupied the White House for the past 17 years, stood
side by side in the Rose Garden to announce the effort. “We just met in the Oval Office an
office they both know well,” Mr. Obama said.

Describing the phone calls he made to the two men in the aftermath of the earthquake, he
said: “They each asked the same simple question: ‘How can I help?’ ”

Subscribe to The Times to read as many articles as you like.

John M. Broder contributed reporting.

A version of this article appears in print on, Section A, Page 15 of the New York edition with the headline: 3 Presidents Unite in Campaign to Raise
Money for Earthquake Recovery in Haiti
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